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tiakicare

A weekend of sculpture, 
refreshments, performances and 
music couldn’t have been more 
perfect, says Gill Hay, Sculpture 
on the Peninsula’s event manager.

The event, which raises significant 
funds for Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre, attracted 1000 people to its 
Grand Opening alone, and thousands 
more flooded through the gates of 
historic Loudon homestead during 
the weekend.

“Our guests enjoyed 
a beautiful, balmy 
evening for our Grand 
Opening, held on 
Friday 8th November,” 
says Gill Hay. 
 

“With entertainment including live, 
roving performances and renowned 
Lyttelton musicians Carmel Courtney 
and The Eastern, the atmosphere was 
relaxed and laid back. People mingled 

Sculpture on 
the Peninsula 2019

amongst the sculptures in the lead 
up to Joe Bennett’s live auction of 
pieces by 13 renowned New Zealand 
artists and sculptors,” she says.

The great weather continued through 
the weekend, and while final 
numbers are not yet available, all 
indications are that this event has 
been highly successful and enjoyed 
by many. Sculpture on the Peninsula 
has run biennially since 2000, 
organised by a committee passionate 
about the work Cholmondeley does, 
and supported by more than 300 
volunteers. Over those years, the 
event has raised more than $650,000 
for Cholmondeley, with the figures 
from this year’s event still to be added.

Cholmondeley is extremely grateful 
for the ongoing support we receive 
from Sculpture on the Peninsula. 
We would like to say a huge thank 
you to the amazing Sculpture 
committee and the 300 volunteers 
that make this event such a success 
and to everyone who visited 
Loudon farm over the weekend.

weekendA perfect



Welcome to our 30th 
edition of Care Tiaki, 
keeping you connected 
with Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre. 

As I pen these lines from the comfort 
of my garden surrounded by nature, 
I am reminded of the rich abundance, 
but also, the fragility of life. The 
Spring growth in the garden with 
all its emerging colour and majesty 
is precariously balanced by the 
unforgiving Southerly that blew 
through last night blowing bird nests 
from the trees and snapping new 
Spring growth.

Renowned American Horticulturalist 
L H Bailey is quoted as saying,  
“A garden requires patient labour 
and attention. Plants do not grow 
merely to satisfy ambitions or to fulfil 
good intentions. They thrive because 
someone expended effort on them”. 

Strong Southerly winds can blow on 
the lives of any of our families and 
children. In a moment of fragility any 
one of us could be sent on a trajectory 
or journey we never anticipated 
through no fault of our own. It 
is during these testing times that 
Cholmondeley is here for Canterbury 
children and families, providing a 
beautiful haven, creating a safe and

stimulating environment that supports 
children to enhance resilience and 
reduce whānau vulnerability. 

Our dream is for all children to grow 
and develop into the beautiful flowers 
realising their fullest potential and 
beauty. With Christmas upon us, 
we take a moment to reflect on the 
year that has past and appreciate 
what we have in front of us. We truly 
appreciate your support and wish you 
and your whānau a Merry Christmas 
and look forward to connecting with 
you in 2020.

Nga mihi nui,
Arron Perriam
Chief Executive 
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We recently said goodbye to 
Thomas who has been coming to 
Cholmondeley for a number of 
years. When Thomas first came to 
Cholmondeley he was extremely 
nervous, scared and always played 
on the edges of groups, never really 
getting involved with activities or 
conversations. Thomas had been 
diagnosed with ADHD and also 
had a number of learning difficulties 
that meant he had been held back 
at school which really affected his 
confidence and self-esteem.

Thomas talks about some of his 
favourite times at Cholmondeley with 
a big smile on his face. He loved the 
outings to places like Flip-Out and 
Pioneer, or just walking out along 
the foreshore in Governors Bay 
with the friends he has made during 
his time here. These experiences 
are not just about fun activities 
and something to do, they are part 
of a bigger programme here at 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre that 
we use to build confidence, giving 
the children the tools they need so 
they can comfortably push their own 
boundaries and build connections 
with others. 

Helping a child build confidence to 
make friends all starts with helping 
them build relationships with adults. 
We spent a lot of time with Thomas 
listening and letting him lead what 
was happening so we could really 
find where he was comfortable and 
confident. For Thomas the staff were 
the consistent part of his stay, so 
building that trust and connection 

was really important. When 
talking to Melanie, who is one 
of the Team Leaders here at 
Cholmondeley she reflects on 
how far Thomas has come,  
“you know you are really making 
a difference when his little face 
lights up when he arrives and he 
starts chatting away about what 
he’s been doing since his last visit. 
This might feel like a small step 
but it is such a foundation piece to 
build on for Thomas.”

As Thomas’s mum reflects on his 
time here at Cholmondeley she 
speaks with such gratitude of what 
Cholmondeley has been able to 
give her son. In-particular on the 
outings, as it is something she is 
unable to give him – not from 
her lack of want, but due to her 
current situation. Experiences that 
many of us take for granted.

For Thomas’s last stay we all sat around 
in a learning circle and took turns to 
tell Thomas and the group what we 
like most about him and how we will 
remember him. As we went around the 
circle it brought tears to all involved. 
The staff spoke of his compassion, 
his infectious smile, his kindness and 
willingness to help out. The other 
children spoke of his genuineness 
and one child who was having his 
first stay with us talked about how 
thankful he was that Thomas was 
his friend whilst he was here. It was 
a special moment, especially when 
you think back to the quiet little boy 
who first arrived here and wasn’t 
comfortable making new friends.

Many children come to Cholmondeley for regular 
respite care and can be here every six weeks for a number 
of years. Over that time we get to build strong and 
meaningful relationships – so saying good-bye when a 
child reaches 12 can be a little sad. However knowing that 
we have made a difference in one child and their whānau’s 
life also makes it a joyful moment. 

Saying goodbye 
is never easy

Melanie who led the 
learning circle said, 
‘as we all listened to 
the stories I watched 
the emotions boil over 
in Thomas and he was 
crying hearing all these 
people talk about him 
and call him his friend – 
something two years 
ago I am not sure he had 
much experience in.” 



Without you, we couldn’t 
deliver our service.
Your kindness is what keeps us going.

You have been a long-time 
supporter of Cholmondeley, 
how did you first get involved?

I was first introduced to 
Cholmondeley by Aunt Haysl 
(Miss Edna Neville BEM ) as she was 
known by to everyone who knew 
her, when she was on the Board of 
Cholmondeley. Aunt Haysl was also 
the Editor for Hay’s Junior League, 
it was the Hay’s Junior League van 
which used to deliver my donations 
to the centre. I became further 
involved with the centre in 1976, 
when I met the Matron at the time 
Marion E Judge QSM (80). Marion 
and I still remain friends and care 
deeply about Cholmondeley.

You have been donating for many 
years now, can you tell me about 
all the ways you have donated to 
the children? 

I first donated to Cholmondeley back 
in 1976 and over four years I gifted 
13 pieces of original artwork. The art 
was bright, distinctive and child 
friendly. They hung in the dormitories, 
the dining room and later in the 
main downstairs hallway. They added 
interest and fun for the children in a 
building, which at the time could 
have felt quite institutional. 

Unfortunately they were damaged 
in the earthquakes and no longer 
hang on the walls. I also complied 
hundreds of scrapbooks for 
Cholmondeley and the wider children 
community, amassing 500 or so over 
the years as well as a folder of 36 
children’s stories I have written.

Cholmondeley is 80% community funded, can you 
donate to the children of Canterbury like Jean?

Visit www.cholmondeley.org.nz/donate

Jean (77) and has been 
recognized over the years for 
her ongoing community 
support. She has received 
the Spreydon-Heathcote 
Community Board, 1999 
Community Service Award 
and in 2000 was awarded a 
Queens’ Service Medal for 
Community Service.

Jean has continued to 
donate over the years and it 
just shows that no matter 
how big or small your 
contribution is, it all makes a 
difference to the children – 
thank you Jean and I hope 
you inspire those around you 
to be as giving as you are. 

In more recent years, I continue to 
give financially when I receive your 
communications seeking community 
contributions. I know it is all for the 
children and I think what you do for 
the community is amazing. I am also 
part of the South Island District 
Orange Lodge Inc. who have also 
contributed financially where they 
can through time. 

Over the years you have visited 
Cholmondeley, what are some 
of the elements you remember 
of the Centre?

Back in 2017 the previous General 
Manager gave me a tour of the new 
facilities and I was lucky to be gifted 
a copy of ‘A Beautiful haven” by Colin 
Amodeo. I am mesmerised by how 
beautiful the new building was and 
how it really felt like an extension of 
a family home.

More recently Arron Perriam, current 
Chief Executive took me out to the 
centre and introduced me to all of the 
staff. Everyone who works there has 
such passion for the children. I was so 
impressed with the new raised planter 
boxes and the greenhouse, that I 
made three contributions of plants 
and some garden gloves to encourage 
everyone getting involved.

Arron was extremely generous and 
gifted me a Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre lapel pin which I am very 
proud to wear and will cherish it for 
years to come.



Social Currency
Engagement opportunities with our corporate sponsors are always a fun 
time for all. We recently welcomed Social Currency to the Centre for one our 
themed cooking nights with the children – Welcome to Hard Rock Café. 

It was a night of dressing up, 
dancing and some good old 
fashioned hamburgers! The team 
from Southern Rock n Roll were 
a hit with both the children and the 
adults – who knew you could learn 
the honky tonk in one lesson. 
Our corporate sponsors are an 
integral part of our fundraising 
community, they enable us to focus 
on the children of Canterbury and 
the service we provide. Thank you 
Social Currency for your ongoing 
contribution and support. We are 
really honored to have partnered 
with Social Currency as their 
commitment to the future 

generations of Aoteroa is inspiring 
as they donate 10% of all sales 
from their accounting and 
business advisory firm to support 
organisations such as ours. 

Fanimals Fun

Contact us at:
fundraising@
cholmondeley.org.nz

If you are keen to get involved 
as part of our corporate 
sponsorship programme get in 
touch with the fundraising team, 
as we would love to chat to you.

Term 3 was full of fun for the children 
and staff at Cholmondeley. Whitebait 
Media invited us to attend the filming 
of Fanimals every Tuesday during the 
term. The children had such fun 
getting a tour round the studio and 
watching the live filming each week. 
They got to get meet the resident 
gecko and hang out with Molson the 
dog. A highlight was meeting 
presenters Jess and Stacey each week 
and finishing off the visit with 
morning tea with the gang in the 
studio. Whitebait Media is a longtime 
supporter of Cholmondeley and we 
are grateful for this opportunity they 
gave our children.

ongoing support
Thanks for your



Ingredients
40g butter
1 medium brown onion – chopped
2 gloves garlic, crushed
2 teaspoons of cumin
2 teaspoons of ground coriander
1.1 kg pumpkin chopped coarsely
1 large kumara
½ cups of vegetable stock
¼ cup sour cream 
2 cups of water

Instructions
1. Melt butter in a large saucepan, cook onion, garlic, 

cumin and coriander, stirring, until onion softens
2. Add pumpkin, kumara, stock and the water and 

bring to the boil. Reduce heat and simmer covered 
for about 15mins or until pumpkin tender

3. Blend or process the pumpkin mixture until 
smooth and return to the pot

4. Just before serving add sour cream and stir over 
heat until mixture is hot

There’s no better time than spring to get the veggie 
garden planted and ready for the season ahead. 

Here at Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre we’re lucky to have enough 
space for the children to enjoy the 
great outdoors and get their hands 
dirty in our veggie gardens. Growing, 
preparing, and eating fruits and 
vegetables, from their own gardening 
efforts, can help children develop 
lifelong healthy eating habits. At 
Cholmondeley we really do make 
the most of that. This year the 
children all had great fun smashing 
pumpkins to get their seeds, before 
drying them out and planting them 
in the greenhouse ready to make their 
way to the vegetable garden when 
it is time. 

The role of our onsite chef is not only 
to cook nutritious food but to also 
engage with the children and get 
them involved in the process 
whenever possible. This year the 
pumpkins will be used in a number 
of ways but one way which always 
goes down a treat is Pumpkin Soup. 

In the garden

Recipe:

SoupPumpkin



Tell us a bit about yourself? 
I was born over in the UK and came 
out to NZ when I decided I was going 
to be the first person to skateboard 
from Cape Reinga to Bluff, and my 
sheer determination meant I actually 
did just that! I have skateboarded my 
whole life and can talk about it for 
hours. I was lucky enough to meet my 
wife during my trip and we decided to 
settle in Lyttleton and are lucky to 
have three lovely children. 

I have been a teacher for 21 years and 
have been fortunate to teach in NZ, 
Cook Islands as well as in the UK. 
I really do love teaching and being 
able to make genuine connections 
with children. 

In my spare time I love music, run a 
radio show in the local community 
and make and sell notebooks.

Teaching at Cholmondeley must be 
quite different to a more traditional 
school – what do you see as the 
main differences both the positives 
and challenging aspects?
My favourite and one of the biggest 
differences is that our teaching can be 
incidental – when exciting things 
happen we can run with them and 
really explore the interests of the 
children that are with us at the time – 
all whilst aligning it with the key 
competencies we are focusing on. 

Each week is a new set of children and 
with that comes new dynamics which 
could be seen as a challenge, however 

it is a new opportunity for us. 
We design our programmes on six 
week cycles so we are given the 
opportunity to refine it over and over 
again. We are able to take what we 
learnt whether it was about the topic 
itself or the way we delivered it and 
develop it to meet the needs of each 
group week on week. 

At Cholmondeley we really focus 
on creating a safe haven for the 
children of Canterbury – how does 
the work you do in Kura contribute 
to that?
Yes, it’s really important that we create 
a safe and stimulating environment 
for these children to grow. One of 
the important ways we do that is to 
remain a constant for them. They 
know that when they are here I will 
be here and they know what to expect 
from Kura and whilst we do change 
our programme content, our structure 
remains the same. We also get to have 
a different relationship with them, 
than their normal school teacher 
as we get to focus on different 
competencies. This gives myself and 
my colleagues the ability to build 
strong relationships with the children 
and guide them on building 
relationships with the other children. 
When children have the ability to 
form and maintain relationships 
during their formative years it 
sets them up for the future. The 
consistency of these relationships 
also makes them feel safe in their 
environment. 

Working with close to 500 children 
each year must be really satisfying 
and really keep you coming in each 
day – are there any stand out 
moments for you?
There are too many to talk through 
really. Relationships are so important 
in my world, both at work and in my 
personal life. Building and developing 
them is one of my strengths – here 
I get to build and grow with such 
special children each and every day. 
As I mentioned previously I have a 
huge love of skateboarding and most 
things in my life lead back to that. 
Not only is it fun but I really can relate 
everything back to it. People often 
think it’s a risky sport but it is so far 
from that. It is all about assessing your 
next move, looking at the perceived 
risk, trying it, succeeding or trying 
again with new information/
experience each time. These are 
transferrable skills across all elements 
of life and it provides a foundation to 
develop confidence and bring out 
their determination traits. I have 
had so many great moments with the 
children who encapsulate these skills 
and knowing I have been able to walk 
beside them whilst they develop is 
really priceless. 

Learning Facilitator Nat Halliday is our resident 
Kura (school) teacher. When the children aren’t in 
class he can always be found outside playing and 
teaching the children how to ride a skateboard. 
Nat is full of energy and has an amazing ability to 
connect with children of all ages. 

Q&A with

Nat Halliday



Thank you to all our corporate sponsors and 
community supporters who are helping us keep 
families together and children resilient, despite 
the challenges they may face.

Thank you to our  sponsors & supporters
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What’s coming up 

Christmas Day

 
When: 25th December 2019

Where: With those you care about, 
or enjoying the sunshine.

LPC Charity  
Sailing Day

When: Friday 6th March 2020

Where: Naval Point Yacht Club, 
Lyttelton

Little Gems 
Awareness Month

When: May 2020

Where: Multiple locations and we 
will let you know closer to the time.


