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Adventure
from the Ashes
What do you do when the Port Hills catch aflame
just eight weeks after opening the Southern
Hemisphere’s largest adventure park and you’re
forced to shut down for an indefinite period…?
Well, if you’re the team from Christchurch Adventure Park,
you don’t stay idle – you get involved with the community!
For Cholmondeley that meant 10 children spending
an action-packed day with Adventure Park staff at
Bottle Lake Forest.
The children learnt about bike safety, took a 6km ride with
qualified instructors, and enjoyed a BBQ lunch. “It was great
to see them having fun and their excitement as they
encouraged the instructors to show them some stunts on
their bikes,” said Maree Wilson, Christchurch Adventure
Park staff member.

“At a time where things are slowly progressing for us at the
Adventure Park, we really enjoy the time we are spending in
the community. For us it’s all about giving back, seeing the
smiles on the children’s faces and watching those that
started off not-so-confident getting on a bike and giving it
a go.”
Subject to logging and how kind winter is, the Park is aiming
to be open again in time for the summer season. In the
meantime, the Adventure Park team are keen to book in
another date with Cholmondeley for more rad adventures on
two wheels!
“I enjoyed
everything –
I was very happy
and I liked riding
the bikes”
- Reuben

“I enjoyed
mountain biking.
I learnt how to
change gears on
the bike”
- Lily

“Goodbye,
Big Banana”
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Kerry Dellaca (President) and Shane on Lachie’s seat

After nearly eight years this will
be my last contribution to Care
as I look to move on to a new
organisation and a new set of
challenges in July. It has been
an incredible journey filled with
many challenges, some stressful
moments, & countless positives
throughout my time here.
From my point of view the thing that
makes any work meaningful is the
people you get to do it with; the
relationships that end up lasting a
lifetime as friendships, the colleagues I
have been fortunate to work with over
those years, those who have given their
time as volunteers, Board and
Foundation members and, not least, to
the many donors and supporters such
as yourselves who ensure that this
remarkable and unique service remains
accessible and responsive to the needs
of children and families in our
community.

At any opportunity I highlight the fact
that Cholmondeley Children’s Centre is
unique in several ways, one of the most
significant being this wonderful
collaborative effort across so many
groups and individuals to ensure the
legacy of Heber Cholmondeley that
began in 1925 continues on into the
foreseeable future. There are many I
have met and, regretfully, there are
many I have yet to meet, but this is my
last official opportunity to say thank you
so much for your continued support of
this essential service.
I have regarded it as an absolute honour
to lead an organisation that has been
given the responsibility to care for and
work with the children entrusted to us by
parents and family. I have appreciated it
wasn’t always an easy decision and that
this was sometimes driven by
circumstances beyond your control.
On behalf of the organisation I sincerely
thank you for that trust and the privilege
of getting to know you and your children.
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The countless positives throughout my
time wouldn’t have been possible
without an incredible team. No matter
what our role, my rule of thumb (one of
them) is that the children will ask two
questions of us when they come and
stay: “Do you care about me?” and “Are
you going to keep me safe?” Our job is
to consistently answer: “Yes”, and I have
seen this occur on a daily basis.
And finally, to the kids. You are the most
resilient bunch of people I have ever
met. Your energy, excitement and sheer
joy of life, despite that fact that things
may have been quite tough at times, is
a lesson for us all. I have learned a
great deal from you and want to thank
you for all the visits to my office and for
the best job title ever.
This Big Banana is now signing off.
The next one will be arriving soon.
Ngā mihi nui
Shane Murdoch
CEO
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1 With the Rotary Club of Riccarton in 2010. 2 Sir Miles Warren, Shane, and Lachie Griffen at the Breaking Ground event in 2014. 3 Shane helps out at the Annual Cholmondeley Charity
Golf Classic in 2015. 4 Meeting the Prime Minister at the Official opening of the new centre in 2015.

Building
Resilience
Regardless of the stress or crisis that
causes a family to reach out for help,
the children who stay at Cholmondeley
don’t need to be “fixed”, but they do
need to have the opportunity to
develop their resilience and to believe
in themselves.

Getting
artistic in the
Learning Hub

This story is about how two children who are doing just that,
thanks to their grandmother’s decision to seek
Cholmondeley’s support.
Ten-year-old Jack, and his eight-year-old sister Megan live in
Christchurch with their grandmother, Anne, and have limited
contact with their parents.
Anne works, but her financial situation gives her lots of worry.
She was trying her best to keep these worries from the
children, and working really hard to spend time with them and
to provide them with positive experiences.
As much as Anne tried to hide how tired and stressed she
was, Jack had noticed and talked with the social worker at his
school about his worries for ‘Nana’. Anne told the social
worker that she was feeling tired, very low, and overwhelmed
by the responsibilities of caring for her grandchildren with no
support. She was also worried that her stress was affecting
how the children were feeling. It was decided that a break for
all was just what they needed.
The children were referred to Cholmondeley. Initially, they
came for a couple of nights to give them a chance to see what
it was like and to give Anne a brief break. The children now
come to stay regularly either during the week, weekends or
school holidays. Both love their time here and Anne
welcomes that time when she can relax, catch up on her
sleep, see to her own needs, and recharge her batteries ready
for when the children return.
Because of his time at Cholmondeley, Jack has discovered
that he loves fishing and biking. He has grown in confidence
and is getting on better with other children now. He loves
going to the beach to hunt for crabs and has used
Cholmondeley’s Discovery Time to find out more about them
and other beach life. He is also a creative cook who makes
the most delicious pizzas.
Megan loves hanging out with friends that she has made at
Cholmondeley. She enjoys art and growing veggies in the
Cholmondeley garden. She has created amazing wearable
arts during education time and enjoys helping others to get
creative too. She particularly enjoyed making a worm farm
and taking that home for the veggie pots she has planted with
Nana.

Working in the
Cholmondeley
garden

The children say they get “really excited” when they know they
are coming to stay at Cholmondeley. They look forward to
seeing the staff, making friends, enjoying new activities and
having fun!
Anne has noticed that she is feeling less stressed, things are
calmer at home and they are all getting on better.
The team at Cholmondeley continues to work closely with the
family, the children’s school and other agencies to ensure
Anne, Jack and Megan are getting the supports they need.
Jack and Megan have started to talk about how they miss
their parents and are now getting support through a
counselling service.
Anne is very clear that these breaks, and the support that
Cholmondeley is providing, have been crucial to the family’s
wellbeing and ability to cope. As Anne says, “It feels like I am
not doing it on my own. It feels like someone has got my
back.”
Do you know a child who needs help?
Contact Cholmondeley to find out more:
referrals@cholmondeley.org.nz or 03 329 9832
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Thursday 12

Sculpture on
the Peninsula

Cholmondeley Charity Golf Classic
Templeton Golf Club

Tickets go on
sale today.

Event details:

• 18 hole Ambrose format.

sculpturenz.co.nz

• Play as an individual for just $25 or sponsor a
team for $395. Morning and afternoon rounds.
• Known as the friendliest tournament on the
circuit; everyone who plays in the Classic
receives a quality prize – but winners get first
pick! Oh, and did we mention there’s a car up
for grabs this year?

December

November

cholmondeley.org.nz/golf

Sunday

5

Cholmondeley Open Day
10am – 2pm
Free sausage sizzle, face painting,
giant bubble making and lots of other
games and activities.
No RSVP required – see you there!
Once a year we invite the community to
join us at 6 Cholmondeley Lane to get a
feel for Cholmondeley’s magical setting,
view the child-centred environment,
meet our team, and enjoy a fun family
day out in picturesque Governors Bay.
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Cholmondeley
Online Fair
Have an item you no longer need,
or a new product or service you
want to promote? Donate it to
Cholmondeley’s online fair and
support the children we care for.
You’ll qualify for a donation receipt,
and the buyer knows they’re
supporting a great cause just by
getting their shop on.
cholmondeley.
org.nz/webfair

Late Nov

24

Cholmondeley Angels Appeal
The Cholmondeley Angels Appeal launches
with a whimsical and wonderful evening for
children and families at the unveiling of the
Ballantynes Christmas window display in late
November and runs until Christmas Eve.
Donations accepted instore at the
Cholmondeley wishing tree and gift
wrapping stations.

Notes:

Friday 20
Cholmondeley
Christmas
cards on sale!
Cholmondeley Christmas
cards are perfect for wishing friends,
family, clients and colleagues a Merry
Christmas while supporting Canterbury
kids. Multiple designs to choose from.
Available in digital and hard copy.
cholmondeley.org.nz/christmas-cards

Friday 10

11

Be the first to view the sculpture
at this year’s show. Grand Opening
features performance art and a
variety of live music, auction,
internationally inspired street food,
selected wines and local craft beer.

This family friendly event offers
lively entertainment and local fare
alongside a stunning exhibition of
sculpture in a superb rural setting.
Proceeds from the event are
donated to Cholmondeley.

Event details:

Event details:

• Tickets on sale 1 October.
sculpturenz.co.nz
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10th Sculpture on the
Peninsula

• $75.00 per person (including
all food and drinks).

S

Notes:

Sculpture on the
Peninsula Grand Opening

• 5.00pm – 8.30pm.

October

• Gate sales on the day from
9:30am.

• Admission is just $15 per person,
and children under 12 are free.
• Tickets on sale 1 October.
sculpturenz.co.nz
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Wrap Stars Wanted!
Gift wrapping stars wanted!
Volunteer to wrap gifts for customers
in the lead-up to Christmas. Wrappers
are always rostered in pairs, so it’s a
good opportunity to buddy up with a
friend or family member, volunteer
together, and get into the Christmas
spirit. Variety of shifts available.
Contact fundraising@
cholmondeley.org.nz
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Fiesta
time with
Vulcan
Steel
As part of their corporate sponsorship
package, five staff from Vulcan Steel came
over to Cholmondeley and cooked up a
mexican storm with the children. It was a
bustling evening; there were sombreros,
moustaches, ponchos, burritos, churros —
and to finish the evening on a high, everyone
had a turn bashing the piñata.

Emma
(Child and
Youth Care
Practitioner)
and Pippa

Troydon Lill, Regional Manager of Vulcan Steel, says:
“It’s such a great opportunity for us to be able to
actually get involved with a cause we have supported
for years, and give back directly to the children who
stay here at Cholmondeley. It’s just that amazing
feel-good factor from direct interactions with the
children, which you don’t get from just injecting funds.”

Troydon
(Vulcan Steel)
at the grill

Cholmondeley has only recently started to offer
engagement opportunities for the staff of its corporate
sponsors, to create stronger connections between the
people offering financial support and the positive
difference that support is making in the community.
“Our staff have thoroughly enjoyed it, and it’s great to
see the good Vulcan Steel does as a company through
financial support, transferred to our staff, giving them
this heart-warming experience, and putting smiles on
the faces of children.”

Sophie helps
prepare dinner

Sam (Vulcan
Steel) helps
Sharney
prepare the
churro batter

For more information about corporate sponsorship
and the engagement opportunities, contact
Annelies@cholmondeley.org.nz or 027 222 7836.

Harman Motors’
powerful fundraiser
A little healthy competition at
the Harman Motors’ dyno* has
raised an incredible $2,500 for
Cholmondeley Children’s
Centre.
A whopping 31 cars were put through
their paces and kept James
(organiser) and the team at Harman
Motors busy all Saturday long. This
represented a record figure for the
fundraiser, which raised a stillimpressive $1,100 at the inaugural
event last year.
“Some of this money was raised from
the blind auction which consisted of
Items donated by ECU SHOP NZ,
Herrod Performance, VCM
Performance and David Harman/
Harman Motors,” says organiser
James. “I would like to extend a huge
thank you to all those that attended
with their cars and those that helped
on the day, especially Annelies and

Cars queue
outside Harman
Motors

Renee from Cholmondeley. Without
the support from those people we
could not have raised anywhere near
that sort of value nor had such an
enjoyable day doing it.”
James drove over the hill recently to
drop the cheque off in person, fittingly,
in a vehicle from Harman Motors. For
us at Cholmondeley at least, the
sound of a high-performance engine
reverberating off the hills will always
remind us of the many unique ways
in which our community supports us,
and values its children.

Fun fact:

*A dynamometer or “dyno” for short, is
a device for measuring force, torque,
or power. For example, the power
produced by an engine, motor or
other rotating prime mover can be
calculated by simultaneously
measuring torque and rotational
speed (RPM).

Beautiful
book donated
We recently received in the post a beautifully
illustrated book for the children, but when we read
the enclosed letter, we realised just how special a
donation it was...
“I came to stay at Cholmondeley when I was five years old
along with my two younger brothers. It was a long time for us
to be away from our mum and dad but I have so many
memories of my time spent there, all of them happy and good.
One I remember fondly was a trip to Margaret Mahy’s home
to have her share her stories and books with us. It was the
first time I’d ever thought about how books are made and put
together. Now, many years later, I have my own book
published which I’ve illustrated – written by another awesome
NZ author, Juliette MacIver. I’d like to gift this copy to
Cholmondeley and I hope you enjoy it.” – Janine
We did a little digging and found out Janine also creates
exquisite prints and commission works. Check her out
on Facebook @janinemillingtonart and on the web at
www.janinemillington.com.

A car hooked
up to the Dyno
as the crowd
watches on

You can
help keep
families
together.
Give children like Jasmine and
Jessica a positive family life
experience setting them up for a
happy and sucessful life ahead.
Make a donation today:
cholmondeley.org.nz/donate

Thank you to all our corporate sponsors and
media partners who are helping us keep families
together and children resilient, despite the
challenges they may face.

Join us:
www.facebook.com/Cholmondeley.NZ
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Sustainability Team:
Renee or Annelies
p. 03 329 9832
e. fundraising@cholmondeley.org.nz

Cholmondeley Children’s Centre Inc.
PO Box 12276, Beckenham, Christchurch 8242.
p. (03) 329 9832
e. info@cholmondeley.org.nz
www.cholmondeley.org.nz
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