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Cholmondeley Children’s Centre is 
thrilled to be the recipient charity of 
Pop Up Penguins, the latest public 
art trail run by Wild in Art, in 
partnership with Harcourts. “This is 
huge for us, especially now given the 
challenging funding climate we are 
working in due to Covid” explains 
Tanya Cooke, Cholmondeley’s 
Fundraising and Marketing Manager. 

A colourful colony of 
penguins is getting 
ready to make a big 
splash in Christchurch, 
and we couldn’t be 
more excited about it! 

Penguins

Continued on page 3 >>
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Pop Up Penguins will install a trail 
of uniquely decorated penguin 
sculptures across the city, on streets 
and in indoor public spaces like 
libraries and malls, from November 
until February. The trail will include 
50 large penguins sponsored by 
businesses and designed by artists, 
plus 65 little penguins decorated by 
local schools as part of the Pop Up 
Penguins Learning Programme. 

The public will be able to find each 
sculpture using a special Wild in Art 
app. The Pop Up Penguins app will 
track trail followers’ progress on the 
trail, giving them an opportunity to 
learn more about the artwork and 
unlock rewards from sponsors.    

At the conclusion of the nine-
week trail, the 50 sponsored 
penguins will be auctioned off to 
raise money for Cholmondeley. 

“Pop Up Penguins will give residents 
and visitors a fresh opportunity to 
discover and delight in all that makes 

Pop Up

http://www.cholmondeley.org.nz


As the leader of any 
organisation will tell you, it’s 
hard to look at the past six 
months and not immediately 
think about the financial 
challenges that Covid-19 has 
brought upon us.  
 
For Cholmondeley, our fundraising 
revenue is down due to the 
cancellation of our Little Gems 
Awareness Month and our 
expenses are up due to the loss 
of our international volunteers 
who were recalled back to their 
home countries. Our international 
volunteers played a crucial role in 
the day-to-day care of the children 
at Cholmondeley and in order for 
us to maintain the current number 
of children our service supports, we 
have had to recruit more practice 
staff. However looking past finances, 
what I also see is that Covid-19 
presented Cholmondeley with an 

amazing opportunity to deliver on 
our mission in a whole new and 
profound way. 

In order for us to continue to 
make a meaningful and enduring 
difference in the lives of Canterbury 
children and their whānau in the 
midst of a global pandemic and 
national lockdown, we chose to find 
new ways to connect and support 
families in crisis beyond our current 
respite care model. I am incredibly 
proud of the way the whole team 
responded at this time, from the 
daily phone calls to whānau, to the 
engaging content they created for 
both parents/caregivers and children 
on a special group Facebook page. 
The feedback we have received from 
families about our support at Alert 
Level 4 and when we reopened our 
doors in Alert Level 3, has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 

Without a doubt Covid-19 continues 
to add complexity to the pressures 
our families are experiencing, with 

job losses and talk of a looming 
economic recession hitting 
vulnerable families particularly 
hard. As an organisation we are 
motivated by the desire to remain 
responsive and adaptable as we 
navigate the uncharted waters 
ahead. We are positive about making 
the most of all the new opportunities 
that will be coming our way this 
year, including Wild in Art’s Pop 
Up Penguins. This city wide event 
will give us a significant platform 
from which we can promote the 
important work we do here at 
Cholmondeley. As a leader I am 
excited about the coming year, 
supporting our tamariki and their 
whānau and engaging with our 
community of supporters in order 
to meet head on the challenges 
Covid-19 presents. 
 
 
Nga mihi nui,
Arron Perriam
Chief Executive 

katoa

Kia ora
koutou

There is still an opportunity 
for businesses to get involved 
and support this fantastic 
community event.  
 
Please contact Tanya 
Cooke on 027 447 
3024 or visit www.
popuppenguins.co.nz 
if you would like more 
information about 
sponsoring a penguin.

Above Top: A waddle of penguins from Antarctica ‘arrived’ with great fanfare at Christchurch Airport on June 23. They were greeted by 
TVNZ’s Breakfast Show and Jim Davis from Harcourts. Above Below: Hon. Lianne Dalziel speaking at the Pop Up Penguin launch in 
Tūranga.

Ōtautahi unique. We are the gateway 
to Antarctica, a city of exploration 
and innovation, and we have a 
strong and creative community” 
says Wild in Art’s Event Producer, 
Claire Cowles. “As an organisation, 
Cholmondeley is also unique and 
we are delighted to be supporting 
them through the proceeds of 
the Pop Up Penguins auction”. 

Wild in Art’s first outing here was 
the popular ‘Christchurch Stands 
Tall’ project, which included 100 
large and small giraffe sculptures 
on display across Christchurch in 
2014. The giraffes raised $475,650 
at auction, from which 75% was 
donated to four charities. 

 “We can all remember the effect the 
giraffes had on our city as we were 

in recovery from the earthquakes. 
They brought people back into the 
city and gave everyone, young and 
old, something joyful to share for 
a whole summer” explains Mayor 
of Christchurch Lianne Dalziel. 

“Now it’s Pop Up Penguins that will 
populate our city this summer. We 
need events and creative projects 
like Pop Up Penguins to draw 
people back into the city, promote 
creativity, delight children, connect 
communities and celebrate life. 
I encourage those businesses 
that are in a position to do so, to 
support this project and give 
Christchurch a summer of smiles.”

Having a break took away the 
stress from lockdown and it was 
good for my son to be out with 
other kids and have a sense of 
‘normal’. I know I can reach out 
to Cholmondeley at any time, for 
any reason and be supported or 

pointed in the right direction.

Single Mother

During lockdown the impact  
a simple phone call had on our families, 
who were already dealing with crisis and 
social isolation, was humbling. Everyone 
needs a reassuring voice during times of  
stress and as a team, we were so proud 

to be able to do something for our 
Cholmondeley whanau.

Cholmondeley Care 
Coordinator

I am a mother of two girls. 
At the time of lockdown I 

was very sick and stressed. 
I was so grateful that I had 
Cholmondeley by my side. 

Mother of two



There is nothing more enjoyable that being able to get 
outside and run around. Due to the generosity of the 
Rural Women NZ - Canterbury Charitable Fund 
Committee, who donated the funds and the team at 
Ready Lawn who donated their time, equipment and 
know how the children have some fresh new lawn under 
their toes to enjoy.  

They took what was a very sad looking piece of the play 
area and gave it new life!  
 
Thank you for your very generous donations, it has made 
a world of difference to our play area!

Food for thought

We are excited to welcome Quality Hotels  
to our team of Sponsors. Thank you Quality 
Hotels and we look forward to a long lasting 
relationship with you. 

Foodbank Canterbury, formally known as 
City Harvest Food Rescue, puts surplus food 
to good use by getting it into the hands of 
people and organisations who need it.

As an organisation that is 80 per cent 
funded by the community, partnering 
with local individuals, businesses and 
other community groups to help 
support us deliver our essential service 
is the bread and butter of our daily 
operations. And when we’re in need of 
bread, butter and other food supplies 
for Cholmondeley’s kitchen, there is 
one special organisation that we can 
always bank on to help us provide 
1,100 nutritious meals to children 
each year  – Foodbank. 

Foodbank Canterbury, formally 
known as City Harvest Food Rescue, 
puts surplus food to good use by 
getting it into the hands of people and 
organisations who need it. They work 
with food retailers, supermarkets, 
wholesalers, restaurants, caterers and 
even universities to rescue un-sellable 
but perfectly good food and 
redistribute it. Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre has been a recipient 
of their good work for the past two 
and a half years.

City Harvest Food Rescue was 
founded in 2016 by John and Janice 
Milligan after they saw and 
experienced the impact of food rescue 
overseas. The couple were aware of the 
abundance of surplus food that is 
wasted and sent to landfill in 
Christchurch because a lack of 
transportation and redistribution 
networks. So they decided to start 
their own organisation to connect the 
available food with those Cantabrians 
who desperately need it. 

Since it began John and Janice’s vision 
has grown to now include three 
outlets (Christchurch, Timaru, West 
Coast), it employs 11 staff, has a pool 
of around 200 volunteers and 

supports 130 community 
organisations and groups. In the 
twelve months to 30 June this year, 
Foodbank processed 793.5 tonnes of 
food which equates to an incredible 
2.268 million meals!  It’s no wonder 
that in 2018 City Harvest Food Rescue 
was named the Champion 
Community Impact Award and Small 
Enterprise Supreme Winner at the 
2018 Westpac Champion Business 
Awards. 

Above: The new ready lawn installed.

Ready Lawn

Thank you Foodbank for your 
support of Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre and for 
everything you do to help 
vulnerable people throughout 
Canterbury. 

Above: Foodbank Canterbury Operations Assistant Chris Matheson greets Cholmondeley 
Caretaker Steve Gresty with boxes of fresh produce during a recent visit.

We are 80% community funded and 
that doesn’t just mean financially. We 
rely heavily on volunteers helping us 
to ensure our centre offers the 
children the safe haven they need.  
Our volunteers are part of our team, 
and we make sure that your time is 
spent giving in the most valuable way. 
There are many roles available 
including:

• Cooking
• Gardening 
• Event Volunteering
• Repairs and Maintenance

So whether you are an individual 
with some spare time or a team 
looking to give back and also benefit 
from some team building we would 
love to hear from you. 

We are holding a volunteer open day 
to learn more on 20th August 2020 
from and we would love to meet you 
and welcome you to the team.  Please 
head to our website to register your 
interest

Volunteer Open Day  
- Give the gift of time 

Email fundraising@cholomondeley.org.nz or head to our website 
and fill in the form and we will be in touch. 

Quality Hotels
Thank you



Tell us a bit about yourself? 
Although I wasn’t born in New 
Zealand, I’m proudly Kiwi and love 
the rich history and culture here. I 
was actually born and raised in a rural 
community in Oxfordshire, England. 
At 21 a love of the ocean saw me 
working for five years as first mate 
aboard super yachts, then my passion 
for social justice took me to Tanzania 
where I volunteered helping rural 
communities start small to medium 
enterprises. My partner and I arrived 
in New Zealand in 2017 and I’ve 
worked in the charity sector here 
since. 

Tell us a bit about your role. 
I’m responsible for overseeing the 
general running of the centre from a 
practice perspective, the team that 
looks after the children when they 
stay at Cholmondeley. It’s my role to 
support the 25 Cholmondeley staff 
members, , who work directly with 
the children every day (and night).  
I am responsible for practice HR, 
personal and service development 
and process or system improvement.  
I also support our relationships with 
important external stakeholders like 
Oranga Tamariki and other social 
service community partners. 

As a self-confessed sea lover and proponent of social 
justice, Cholmondeley is the perfect fit for Practice 
Manager Holly Whitaker. Our centre overlooks 
spectacular Lyttelton Harbour and our mission is to 
make a meaningful and enduring difference in the lives of 
vulnerable Canterbury children and their families. It’s no 
wonder this ex-Brit loves calling Banks Peninsula home.

Q&A with

Holly Whitaker

You have been our Practice 
Manager for a year now. What have 
been some your favourite moments 
or highlights of your time in this role? 
My favourite moments are always 
when I see a child or a staff member 
flourish at Cholmondeley. To see a  
big smile on the face of a child who 
has never had access to a bike learn  
to ride with the help of someone in 
my team, it’s the greatest feeling in  
the world!  
 
Looking back, what is one thing 
you wish you could tell the 12 year 
old you.
I look at the amazing influence that 
young Swedish environmental activist 
Greta Thunberg is having in the world 
and I wish I could tell my 12 year old 
self that you can be a powerful 
advocate for social justice at a young 
age. There is a lot of work to be done 
in this area and I believe we all have a 
part to play in bringing about real, 
impactful change. Oh and I would tell 
myself to appreciate my parents! 
 

Children are our greatest teachers. 
What have you learnt from the 
children at Cholmondeley? 
That friendships are really powerful 
and we should cherish them.

When you are not at Cholmondeley, 
what would we find you doing?
Volunteering. I’m part of the Lyttelton 
Coast Guard who provides maritime 
search and rescue services in our area. 
I also mentor a 9 year old boy for 
Pillars, a programme that wants to 
create positive futures for children 
of prisoners. I love tramping and  
wind surfing too.

Creating unique, meaningful and memorable experiences for the children during their stay with us is always at heart of 
what we do. As part of our Activities Based Learning programme, the children can often be found exploring their world 
in exciting ways. Cholmondeley is able to give the children who stay with us for respite opportunities they would not 
normally get.  Over the past few months we have had some amazing adventures, from horse riding, exploring the hills 
around Cholmondeley to Mexican fiestas. There is never a dull moment at Cholmondeley.

Child’s Play

Adventure to

Brighton beach

Looking after

the new chickens

Meeting the

local llamas in

the hills of Governors Bay

Mexican

Fiesta

Horse riding



Thank you to all our corporate sponsors and 
community supporters who are helping us keep 
families together and children resilient, despite 
the challenges they may face.

Thank you to our  sponsors & supporters

Cholmondeley Children’s Centre Inc. 
PO Box 12276, Beckenham, Christchurch 8242. 
p: (03) 329 9832  
e: info@cholmondeley.org.nz  
www.cholmondeley.org.nz
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What’s coming up 

Sailing

When: Spring 2020

Where: Naval Point, Lyttelton

Pop Up Penguins 

When: November 2020 - February 2021

Where: Christchurch city & surrounds

Volunteer Open Day

When: Thursday 20th August 2020

Where: Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre


