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As I walked home from the city after the 
devastating quakes of February 22, 2011, my 
thoughts turned to Cholmondeley, the children 
and the staff.

A quick call gave comfort as to the children’s 
wellbeing and that the Cholmondeley staff were 
doing a great job of keeping them safe and 
reassured. Sadly though, the old homestead that 
Hugh Heber Cholmondeley had gifted back in 
1925 had been severely damaged.

With the many aftershocks continuing to batter 
the old building, a decision was made that the 
old homestead was beyond repair and so, it had 
to be demolished.

Out of the sadness though came an opportunity 
to rebuild a facility to take Cholmondeley 
forward into the future.

A check to make sure the land was secure and 
that we could rebuild, a brave decision by the 
Board to change plans, and a reduction in and 
cap on the budget, saw a revised design which 
achieved what we and the children wanted.  
The resource consent finalised, the contractor 
started and finally the building is completed, 
on time and within budget.

Of course to rebuild we needed finance. With  
the great efforts of the capital fundraising team 
and fantastic generosity from the people of 
Canterbury and beyond, we raised the funds to 
ensure that the project has been completed  
debt free.

To thank everyone is impossible, but  
to Ross and Braden, the architects,  
John Sinclair, the project manager, and most 
importantly Sean Boland and the team from 
City Care Construction and your various 
sub-contractors, thank you so much for 
delivering such a special and stunning future 
for the children of Canterbury.

Thanks too to my Board for some difficult 
decisions, David Johnston, Gill Hay and the 
Property Committee for your oversight and 
support, and to Shane Murdoch and his team 
for their input into the project.

Cholmondeley is a special place that has over 
the course of 90 years cared for over 25,000 
children, and will care for many more in the 
years to come.

The Grand Old Man of Cholmondeley, 
Lachie Griffen would have been so thrilled 
to see our new facility, and the contributions 
that have been made by so many.

To each and every one of you: thank you!

Kerry Dellaca
President

Thank you...

FRONT: Stephanie Norris (Secretary), John Garside,  
Kerry Dellaca (President), Tania Biddles, David Johnstone.  
BACK: Shane Murdoch (CEO), Margaret Reeve, Brent King, 
Tania King, Gill Hay, Nettles Lamont.



It is hard to believe that it was over four years  
ago that the original Cholmondeley Children’s 
Memorial Home was irreparably damaged in the 
earthquake of 22 February 2011. Like it is for  
so many, that day is forever etched in my  
memory – it was an incredibly sad and stressful 
time for us all. The journey of rebuilding a new 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre began that day, 
even if that was the furthest from our minds as 
our staff worked tirelessly to ensure the children 
got home safely to their families and they got 
back to theirs.

After a few days, we were able to ask:  
“What’s next?”

A dress rehearsal and risk management 
assessment for relocating our services came in 
September 2010 by contacting our friend, Denis 
Aldridge, at Living Springs. Following the 
February 2011 quakes, all that was needed was a 
quick one-page tenancy agreement and we were 
back up and running from Bellbird Heights by 
mid-March. We knew we would be there for 
some time.

Again we were able to ask: “What’s next?”
The courageous (and in my view, the right) 
decision to rebuild.

The result of this decision is a stunning  
building on our original site; something we can 
all be truly proud of and a fitting statement  
to the value that we as a community place in  
our children.

No one individual is responsible for this.  
The last four years have been a wonderful 
collaborative effort involving many  
people in a massive undertaking for a  
small organisation.

However, as CEO, there are two groups of people 
I must acknowledge. The first is our Board who 
contributed countless voluntary hours, 
particularly Board President Kerry Dellaca. His 
leadership of the fundraising effort and support 
to me as CEO have been critical to our success.

The second is our staff. The recovery has not 
been easy, but I can confidently say that their 
commitment to a child-centred way of working 
never wavered despite the challenges. To all of 
our staff I say a heartfelt thank you.

To all who contributed to this moment, directly 
or indirectly, in small or not so small ways, I say 
thank you. What an incredible journey.

“Right… What’s next?”

Shane Murdoch
CEO

The journey so far...



At RMBH Architects we feel privileged to have 
been a part of the rebuild of Cholmondeley. 
It has been an exciting project to work on and 
now see completed and filled with children. 
 
From the beginning our focus was on designing 
a special sense of place for children: interesting 
spaces with large timber beams; low windows 
with views to the harbour lights and hills; 
concrete block walls to draw on with chalk or sit 
against in the hot sun; these are all moments  
that we tried to bring to Cholmondeley that  
were inspired by memories of places in our  
own childhoods. 
 
These memories were combined with the ideas 
and experiences of the community at 
Cholmondeley, including children and staff, and 
through this collaborative effort the design was 
able to take shape. Then, with the help of others 
in the design and construction teams, a 
successful new centre has been built. 
 
We hope that the new Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre will provide enjoyable experiences and 
inspire memorable moments for all.

Ross Maguire and Braden Harford, Architects

Designing and planning  
a unique environment

From the  
Architects

L-R: Mike Baker
(TM Consultants),  
Christine Coutand &  
Sean Boland (City Care),  
John Sinclair  
(Project Manager),  
Ross Maguire  
(RMBH Architects),  
Shane Murdoch (CEO),  
Kerry Dellaca (President),  
Paul Blackler (City Care), 
Braden Harford  
(RMBH Architects).



Modern learning 
environment in action

From the  
Practice Team

Care and education at Cholmondeley is 
integrated, meaning that learning and 
development can happen anytime,  
anywhere – not just within the designated 
classroom hours. 

The design of the new centre draws upon  
latest research into effective learning, which  
is personalised, differentiated, socially 
constructed, learner-driven, and authentic.  
It strongly supports strengths-based learning, 
which Cholmondeley delivers primarily  
through our Adventure Based Learning (ABL) 
Programme. ABL activities like kayaking,  
ropes courses, fishing, swimming, cooking  
food over a campfire, writing and performing  
a play, or creating a piece of artwork, challenge 
children to uncover their own abilities and build 
their resilience. ABL also develops the New 
Zealand Curriculum’s five key competencies: 
thinking; using language, symbols, and texts; 
managing self; relating to others; participating 
and contributing.

Modern learning environments like 
Cholmondeley also support collaborative 
teaching and learning, giving our teachers, care 
workers, and children a flexible, open, 
ubiquitous environment for care and education. 

Our new building is an embodiment of our 
Philosophy of Care. It respects the rights of 
children, allows them to determine their own 
path, and builds their resilience to face all of 
life’s challenges, both now and in the future. 

Labour of love is an often-used term but rarely 
meant in a commercial environment. It is, 
however, a statement of fact with regard to the 
$6 million redevelopment of Cholmondeley by 
City Care’s Building Construction team.

One of the 25,000 children that Cholmondeley 
has cared for over the past 90 years was Paul 
Blackler, now Executive General Manager of City 
Care’s Building Construction and Civil 
Construction divisions. As a child in 1968, Paul 
spent two weeks at Cholmondeley while his 
mother was recovering from surgery. He had also 
spent ten months at Cholmondeley as site 
manager during the 1992 construction of the 
new dormitory and seismic upgrading project.

“I had a personal appreciation of the work that 
Cholmondeley does within our community,  
but there was also a wider appreciation from 
the entire City Care team who recognised that 
Cholmondeley equates to help and care for 
children and families at times of great need,”  
said Paul. “That gave the project a real sense of 
purpose, and it became a passion for everyone 
involved in the construction of this fabulous  
new facility.

“The entire City Care team felt privileged to 
contribute to such a meaningful and iconic 
rebuild. It’s great to know that the new 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre will continue to 
support the children and families of Canterbury, 
whilst also demonstrating City Care’s building 
construction capability.”

Made with love 

From the  
Builders  



19 April 1968

A stormy night
Cholmondeley sustains damage in the Wahine 
Storm. Lachie Griffen supplies a truck to help 
clear debris. Another significant storm would hit 
in August 1975, felling trees, damaging the 
drainage system and destroying the glasshouse. 

How we got here

Commemorating 90 years at 6 Cholmondeley Lane

7 March 1925 

Cholmondeley Children’s 
Memorial Home opens
After originally planning the Home as a 
memorial to his late wife in 1912, progress is 
slow. Red-tape, war, epidemics, and difficult site 
access once construction finally begins means it 
is nearly 13 years before Hugh Heber’s dream is 
realised. In his speech on the day, Hugh Heber 
thanks, among others, the Lyttelton Foundry for 
the gift of the splendid front gates. 

December 1925

An enduring relationship
Rotary Club of Christchurch organises a 
Christmas morning collection of cash, toys and 
books. This initial support and resulting 
relationship with Rotary Clubs has continued 
ever since.

1928 – 1935

The sugar bag years 
So called for the labourers who tried to keep 
warm and dry beneath old sacks, this is a time of 
high unemployment. Malnutrition is a problem, 
and many children are unable to attend school 
due to lack of clothing and shoes. With families 
under such pressure, referrals to Cholmondeley 
increase. The service would remain a crucial 
support for many years to come.

13 July 1935

A quiet passing
Hugh Heber Cholmondeley passes away in 
Christchurch at the age of 88. In a 1935 edition 
of Church News he is described as representing 

“the best spirit of the pioneers, a spirit compounded 
of splendid courage and simplicity of heart 
and mind.” 

March 1939

Education at Cholmondeley 
The acquisition of kindergarten equipment and 
gifts such as a piano see the start of a move 
towards pre-school and primary education  
at Cholmondeley.

1939 – 1945

War time again 
Children are affected by the loss of loved ones 
and the rationing of essential items. The 
Cholmondeley committee is keen to make 
improvements to the access road and extend the 
homestead, but wartime restrictions of labour 
and materials mean the plans are put on hold.

1954

Changes to the service 
In 1954 there is a milestone shift from 
convalescence and underprivileged care to 
broader relief for families.

Cholmondeley staff and children in 1954. Silhouettes from this photograph appear as manifestations on the glass of 
‘Clare’s Walkway’ between the accommodation and dining areas in the new building.  



19 April 2008 

The Lachie Griffen  
Family Support Centre
The current administration block is opened and 
named for Lachie. In his own words it is “a truly 
great honour in recognition of my long 
association and support of Cholmondeley.” For 
decades, Lachie has assisted the home, especially 
by improving the water supply and vital services 
through his local connections.

26 April 1993

Ernest Adams Wing opens
Four-bed units and single beds in the new wing 
provide a more home-like experience and cater 
for children who needed privacy.

4 September 2010

Major earthquake
A magnitude 7.1 earthquake hits 40km west of 
Christchurch city. The damage throughout 
Canterbury is extensive, but miraculously no 
lives are lost. Cholmondeley’s building is 
damaged, but repairs are made quickly and 
service continues. 

22 February 2011

Another blow
A magnitude 6.3 earthquake causes destruction, 
injuries, and loss of life. All children and staff at 
Cholmondeley are safe, however the original 
building is irreparable. The decision to rebuild 
on site in Cholmondeley’s unique and beautiful 
location is an easy one. 

7 March 2011

Relocation
Children’s accommodation moves to the nearby 
Bellbird Heights at Living Springs, while 
education and administration remain at 
Cholmondeley Lane. 

6 April 2013

Cholmondeley  
Children’s Centre
Cholmondeley removes the word ‘home’ from its 
name, reflecting the organisation’s future focus 
and direction.

September 2013 

Design phase
An initial concept plan is developed and, 
incorporating feedback from children, RMBH 
Architects produce the final design. 

10 March 2013

Help put Cholmondeley  
back on the map
A nation-wide capital fundraising campaign is 
launched at Ohinetahi to raise the $4million 
needed to rebuild. Sir Miles Warren acts as host.  

6 June 2014 

Breaking ground
Sir Miles Warren and Lachie Griffen break 
ground at the turning of the first sod ceremony. 

24 June 2015

Building completed  
on schedule
The Centre is ready for staff to begin transferring 
the entire service back to 6 Cholmondeley Lane. 

27 July 2015

Back together at 6 
Cholmondeley Lane
The first children are welcomed to the  
new building. 

9 October 2015

Official opening
Supporters of Cholmondeley are invited to  
view the Centre and celebrate a new era in 
Cholmondeley’s service to the children and 
families of Canterbury.

Beyond the rebuild
With the rebuild completed Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre embarks on an exciting 
journey of development to provide continued 
support for children and families in our 
community.

L-R: Sir Miles Warren, Lachie Griffen, Shane Murdoch, 
Aiyana Manson-King, Nuk Korako, Kerry Dellaca.

1969

Keeping up with technology
Children watch the moon-landing on a TV  
set, an item not all households at the time have. 
A record player and new musical instruments 
also represent the importance Cholmondeley 
places on having stimulating tools for the 
children’s learning and wellbeing.

5 December 2014

The loss of the Grand Old 
Man of Cholmondeley
Lachie Griffen sadly passes away before he can 
see the rebuild to completion. Current 
Cholmondeley Board President Kerry Dellaca 
gives an eulogy at his funeral, honouring Lachie’s 
passion and commitment to Cholmondeley.



There are so many people who help our 
organisation every day, who ultimately help the 
children/tamariki and families/whānau of our 
community who need us most. Then there are 
the significant number of individuals, 
organisations, businesses and trusts who have 
helped us achieve our goal of raising $4million 
to rebuild Cholmondeley Children’s Centre  
debt free.

This is a fantastic achievement and it’s hard to 
know how to thank you all. But with all 
sincerity, love and appreciation from our board, 
staff and most importantly our children – we 
thank you. 

To those who have made a donation, sponsored a 
wing, a room, given equipment, beds, lamps, 
carpet, time, or even just the $2 of pocket money 
Mum gave you – we thank you too. 

We can’t list you all, as there are so many, but we 
know how much you care, and how much your 
donation means to the children and families 
who use our services. 

Thanks to you, our new facility will provide  
a safe environment for the children – one that 
will allow them to relax, and provide them with 
a rewarding experience, combining the comforts 
of home with a wonderful learning environment.

We hope you have enjoyed this special 
commemorative issue of Care, marking the 
celebration of what we as a community have 
achieved together for the children and families 
of Canterbury.

Thank you. 
From all of us at Cholmondeley.

Thank You
Together we have rebuilt Cholmondeley

“We are only the current guardians of this remarkable legacy begun by Hugh Heber 90 years ago which 
has supported many generations of Canterbury’s children. We have successfully protected this legacy 
from the challenges of the earthquakes which may have ultimately proved fatal... Now our duty is to 
secure this legacy for the foreseeable future, continuing to provide support for children and families 
in subsequent generations and leaving the organisation in a strong and secure position for the next 
generation of guardians to continue on.” 

Shane Murdoch, CEO.

You helped  put 
Cholmondeley 
back on the map

Cholmondeley Children’s Centre Inc. 
PO Box 12276, Beckenham  
Christchurch 8242  
Tel (03) 329 9832  
info@cholmondeley.org.nz  
www.cholmondeley.org.nz

Children at Cholmondeley working on the tiled mural for the reception at Cholmondeley. 
This incorporates the names of the supporters who contributed to the rebuild. 
Artist Gill Hay and Jacqui Gibbs Chamberlain helped the children to create this vibrant work.

Thank you to: Centuri Chang Photography - Completed centre photographs front cover & page 4.  
	 Photoworthy	Images	-	Children’s	photographs	on	pages	2,	4	&	6.
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