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There are many things that 2020 will 
long be remembered for - a pandemic, 
lockdowns and that crazy presidential 
race. But for Cholmondeley the 
madcap year that was 2020 will 
most fondly be looked back on as 
‘The Year of the Penguins’. After 
living and breathing these birds 
for many months in the lead up 
to Wild in Art’s Pop Up Penguins 
art trail going live in November, 
Fundraising and Marketing 
Manager Tanya Cooke states they 
couldn’t be happier with how this 
extraordinary event has been received 
by the Canterbury community. 

“It’s been wonderful to watch how 
the people of Christchurch have 
embraced (often literally) the 
penguins over the summer. Being 
the event’s recipient charity has 
been instrumental in broadening 
the reach and public understanding 
of who we are and the amount of 
positive exposure this has brought 
to the important work we do here 
at Cholmondeley will benefit our 
organisation for many years to come.”     

tiakicare
The 120 beautifully decorated 
penguins were a delight to trail goers 
both young and old, with thousands 
taking the opportunity to collect each 
of their penguin visits on the free 
trail app and vote on their favourites. 
Painted by local artists and schools, 
designs covered a full range of 
genres and styles including stunning 
landscapes, abstract, Maori art and 
steam punk, they also incorporated 
mediums like sequins, diamantes, 
mirror mosaic and galvanised 
steel. Encounters with penguins 
disguised as a children’s toy buzzy 
bee, Batman, a Canterbury Ram 
basketballer and native New Zealand 
bird(s) were particularly popular.

If you didn’t manage to get around 
all of the penguins while they were 
out on the trail, don’t worry! The 
general public will get one more 
chance to see them, this time all 
together, at the Pop Up Penguins 
Farewell happening on the 13th 
and 14th of February at the Airforce 
Museum of New Zealand in Wigram. 
Entry by gold coin donation. 

The 50 large penguins and a few of 
little penguins from the waddles 
collection will be auctioned 
on Tuesday 16th February with 
75 per cent of the proceeds 
coming to Cholmondeley.

To find out more check out: 

popuppenguins.co.nz/auction

penguins!
We ♥ 

“Penguin Disguised as a Tui” 
by McChesney-Kelly Adams, 
sponsored by Ilam Toyota.



E nga iwi, e nga reo, e nga 
karangata, te iti me te rahi, 
Tena koutou, tena koutou katoa

Ko Wai Au?

Ko Aoraki te mauka. 

Ko Waimakariri te awa

Ko Takitimu te waka

Ko Ngai Tahu te iwi

Ko Ngai Tuahuriri, Ngati Rakiamoa, 
Ngai te Ruahikihiki Kati Kuri  
oku hapu

No Kaiapoi ahau

Ko Robyn Wallace taku ikoa

Tena koutou, tena koutou,  
tena tatou katoa

There are very few organisations 
in New Zealand that can attest to 
having provided nearly a century 
of community service in support 
of whanau and our tamariki. 
There are certainly no others that 
offer the same type of essential 

care and respite to whanau that 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre 
does. Cholmondeley is like a rare 
and precious gold nugget and it 
is this uniqueness, along with 
my lifelong passion for making a 
difference, which brought me to  
this role. 

I am excited to have the opportunity 
to bring my skills in strategic 
management and crisis recovery 
to such a well-respected and 
extraordinary Canterbury 
organisation, especially at such 
a critical time. The wide ranging 
social and economic ramifications 
of COVID-19 for whanau will last 
for quite some time and I believe 
that all community support services 
will have to demonstrate greater 
connectedness in order to meet this 
increased need. Cholmondeley has 
an important role to play in this.

The health and social services sector 
is not always an easy space to work 

in, there are so many challenges 
which can at times seem to be 
insurmountable. But when you see 
whanau uplifted as a direct result 
of work you’ve done, it validates all 
your efforts and makes everything 
worthwhile. For me professionally, 
there is no better place to be in and 
therefore no greater reward, than 
working in an organisation that puts 
people first, supporting children and 
whanau to thrive.

With any new role there is a lot to 
learn, but I look forward to working 
alongside our board, the incredible 
and dedicated staff, supporters, 
service users and wider community 
to ensure Cholmondeley continues 
to grow and make a meaningful and 
enduring difference in the lives of 
every tamariki and their whanau.

Robyn Wallace – General Manager

As the recipient charity for Pop Up Penguins, we 
were gifted two blank penguin sculptures to bring 
to life for the trail - one large and one little one as 
part of the Pop Up Penguins Learning Programme. 
This is how we chose to bring them to life…

Thousands of people 
have enjoyed discovering 
the Pop Up Penguins 
over the summer.

Welcome

aboard Robyn!

o te tau hou Ng  mihi 

January 2021 was  
not only the start of the 
New Year for Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre, it also 
marked the beginning of a 
whole new chapter in our 
history. We are very pleased 
to introduce you to the 
newest member of our team 
and the next custodian of 
Cholmondeley’s enduring 
legacy, Robyn Wallace.  
 
Robyn is Cholmondeley’s new 
General Manager and comes to 
us with an extensive background 
in roles dedicated to improving 
health, social, cultural and 

economic outcomes for whanau and 
communities. Robyn has held senior 
leadership roles within Te Runanga 
o Ngai Tahu and He Oranga 
Pounamu, is the Deputy Board 
Chair of the Rata Foundation, a 
trustee at Nga Hau E Wha National 
Marae and He Waka Tapu and 
Chairs the Canterbury Integrated 
Safety Response Governance Group. 
A born and bred Cantabrian, when 
time allows Robyn loves to cook 
and entertain (always a handy skill 
to have at Cholmondeley!) and 
catch up with family and friends, 
especially her three grandchildren. 
Robyn’s other joy is waka-ama and 
along with her husband Andrew, she 
attends club and team trainings on 
Lyttelton Harbour four days a week.  

As a significant supporter of 
Cholmondeley’s for many years, 
prominent local artist Gill Hay was 
the natural choice to design and paint 
our big penguin. Gill is a former 
member of our board and is the 
current event manager for Sculpture 
on the Peninsula which has raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for Cholmondeley over the years. 

The Bather
The result is this colourful penguin 
inspired by the sights and sounds 
of summer. Gills tells us she was 
inspired by the captivating sceptical 
of penguins on the shoreline and that 
she enjoyed imagining what kind of 
bathing costume a penguin might 
choose, given the opportunity, for a 
day at the beach. ‘The Bather’ was 
located in Mona Vale on the trail.

Out on the trail

Thank you Gill  

for lending us your 

incredible talent!

Our junior penguin was a collaborative labour of  
love between the children and staff at Cholmondeley. 
Pop Up Penguins artist Justine Ottey very generously 
donated her time and talents to help us bring our ideas 
together and successfully apply our final design. 

Huey is a stunning midnight penguin who we named after 
our founder Hugh Heber Cholmondeley. Huey has a korowai 
of metallic fish-feathers that represent a cloak of kindness and 
shelter. On his front is our closing karakia and a harbour view 
that gives a glimpse of a hope filled horizon, looking towards 
the future. ‘Huey of the Harbour’ joined the Banks Peninsula 
school waddle at Lyttelton Library during Pop Up Penguins.

the HarbourHuey of 



We were so grateful to have the  
team from PwC come out to the 
Centre and share their ToiToi 
Programme with us during 
November. The PwC Foundation 
have teamed up with ToiToi to 
deliver a reading programme in  

Sails, seawater and (club) sandwiches were the order of the 
day at Cholmondeley’s newest fundraising initiative and what 
a fun day out it was! The Cholmondeley Sailing Regatta in 
November brought twelve spirited corporate teams together, 
plus one Cholmondeley staff crew, all vying for bragging  
rights and the honour of having their name on the regatta 
trophy. Initially the race on Lyttelton Harbour got off to a slow 
start with the wind disappearing the second the starting gun 
went, but it didn’t take long for sailing to get underway. It was  
the team from PwC who crossed the finish line in first place but 
every team commented on what a great time they had on the water. 
The regatta finished off in style with a prize giving, BBQ and silent 
auction back at the Naval Point Club that helped us reach a grand 
total of $13,000 for our efforts. A great success!

There was no better way to kick off Pop Up Penguins than 
with a penguin inspired scavenger hunt. The fundraising 
and marketing team had an awesome time designing a 
scavenger hunt in the city centre, creating a fun way to get 
out and about and engaged in the excitement of the Pop Up 
Penguins. All participants had a fun adventure-filled day out, 
finding new and interesting facts about Christchurch 
landmarks, as well as the penguins themselves. 

All of our Corporate 
Sponsors are an integral 
part of our fundraising 
community, vital 
support that enable us 
to provide opportunities 
to disadvantaged 
Canterbury children.

Our inaugural Cholmondeley Sailing Regatta would 
not have been possible without the support of our 
sponsors – thank you LPC and Naval Point Club! 
We look forward to making this day a regular 
fixture in our fundraising calendar.

Thank you Resene for your sponsorship of this 
event including your generous donation of prizes 
so every child went home with a little something.

Nau mai Haere mai

Sailing Regatta
Cholmondeley

Aotea
ELECTRIC

Sponsors Engagement Dinners 

Contact us at:  
fundraising@cholmondeley.org.nz 

If you are keen to join our Corporate 
Sponsorship Programme please get 
in touch with the Fundraising and 
Marketing Team as we would love  
to chat to you.

We would like to extend a warm 
welcome to Aotea Electric and Te Pae 
– The Christchurch Convention 
Centre to our team of supporters.

Aotea Electric recently joined our  
Te Moana Corporate Sponsors 
program and have already been 
involved in our recent Sailing Regatta 
as well as the Pop up Penguins, we 

The tamariki loved creating their own 
personalised pirate name with BDO 
who put together an amazing 
afternoon filled with pirate fun and 
games. Everyone was little fitter after 
‘pirate boot camp’ and enjoyed the 
treasure trove of dishes that followed 
for dinner and dessert.

Social Currency made everyone  
a winner with an afternoon of 
Olympic competitions, in the form  
of egg and spoon and sack races.  
Each and every child felt the joy as 
they stood on the top podium spot  
to receive their keep sake gold  
medal – for being AWESOME!

look forward to a long lasting 
relationship with you! 

Te Pae are supporting 
Cholmondeley throughout 2021  
and have been busy holding internal 
fundraisers for the Centre and we 
will join forces later in the year to 
develop some incredible one off 
fundraising initiatives.

low decile schools. ToiToi is a 
quarterly journal of writing and art 
by New Zealand children aged 
5–13. Their staff use volunteer time 
to go into schools nationally, read 

the journals and look at the creative 
artwork with the kids.

Our children spent an afternoon 
engaging in reading and creating 
their own stories and artwork. It was 
delightful to hear some of the riveting 
stories that were shared at the end. 
Kai Pai PwC, the work you do with 
this programme is so beneficial to all 
tamariki and we can’t wait to have 
you back next term.

ToiToi Programme

Recent Events

The Great Cholmondeley
Penguin Expedition

Our themed engagement dinners are a very practical and fun way for our sponsors 
to get their staff involved in their support of Cholmondeley. Over the past few months 
groups from three different organisations have come over the hill to have an afternoon 
of fun with the children… and cause a lot of excitement come tea time.

It really isn’t Christmas until  
you have made your very own 
Christmas bauble filled with glitter. 
PwC definitely kicked off December 
by making it feel like Christmas, 
they even had a tasty glazed ham 
and roasted veggies ready for a 
really delicious Christmas feast.



Tell us a bit about yourself: 
I grew up in a tiny village called 
Mahia in Hawkes Bay, we had a  
total population of about 300,  
so when I moved to Christchurch  
when I was 12 I felt like I had arrived 
in New York City. I love living in 
Christchurch as all my whānau is here. 

I spent some time across the ditch in 
Australia where I really cemented my 
passion for music and social services. 
Music has always been part of life but 
my time in Melbourne really allowed 
me to connect with like-minded 
people in this space. 

I have a daughter who I adore and 
love watching her grow into this 
inquisitive little human-being. 

Tell me about your role: 
I am a Child and Youth Care 
Practitioner here at Cholmondeley. My 
role is really about ensuring the 
tamariki who stay here not only enjoy 
their time in our safe haven, but also 
develop skills that will help them as 
they grow. I often tell them ‘I am not 
your boss, I am not an authority figure, 
however I am here to make them 
aware of their choices and guide them.” 

Never far from a speaker 
or an instrument, Jon 
Whaanga-Chapman is full 
of life and energy and is 
such an asset to our team.

Q&A
with Jon

If you could pick one story,  
what would be a favourite 
of your time here so far?
It was so cool to watch John’s face  
light up and have a chuckle when  
he answered this question.

We took the children to Arcadia as an 
outing and they had a whole band set 
up there. All the children picked up 
instruments and it organically turned 
into a big jam session. It was so 
amazing to be part of that with the 
tamariki and I could feel this sense of 
connection amongst all of them and it 
was a moment that was really special. 
 
You are known around the Centre 
for the love of music and are often 
found with a guitar in arm - why is 
music so important for you?
I love music and if you start out  
with a basic tempo there are very  
few children who won’t engage with 
that. You can use this to drive the 
environment you are trying to create, 
whether it is getting active and having 

fun or slowing down at the end of the 
day. It is an opportunity for me to 
expose the children to different things 
and I always use it as a way of finding 
a common language with the children 
and to build genuine relationships 
with them. 
 
Thank you Jon. You make such a 
positive impact at Cholmondeley 
and your interactions with the 
children are a joy to watch.

Last year we set up a fantastic new initiative at 
Cholmondeley aimed at giving our older children more 
formalised leadership roles during their stays. The Double 
Digits Council, or DDC for short, was created to inspire 
the children to take on more responsibility and therefore 
give them greater ownership over their time with us.  
Our hope was that the DDC would also help enhance the 
children’s empathy towards others and encourage a sense 
of community that they could continue to build on in 
their everyday lives. The impact of this seemingly small 
change has been huge.

“The sense of pride and joy the DDC creates in our 
pre-teens is incredible to see and I think its purpose really 
shines when you see them helping the younger children 
around the centre,” explains Dana Kloss, Learning 
Facilitator at Cholmondeley.

Around the Centre – 

Double Digits Council (DDC’s)

Paddle boarding

At the beginning of their stay our latest DDC group 
commits to a Kaupapa that outlines their collective vision 
for how they would like to see their week at Cholmondeley 
look. This clearly sets out expectations and responsibilities 
for both the children and staff. They then work together to 
design their own adventure outing and a Ka Pai Kai Nui 
(Cholmondeley’s garden to table nutrition programme) 
menu which will be enjoyed at a celebration of learning for 
everyone at the end of the week. 

The DDC also has a focus on giving back to the community. 
Recently this has seen the children out and about on the 
foreshore in Governors Bay picking up rubbish to help 
protect the environment, as well as making and delivering 
tasty cookies and lunches as a way of saying thank you to 
some of Cholmondeley’s long-time supporters.
 
Great work DDC, we can’t wait to see what you  
have planned for 2021!

cookies to Ilam Toyota 
Children delivering

Setting up 

lunchChildren on the foreshore 

collecting rubbish

Child & Youth Care Practitioner



Thank you to all our corporate sponsors and 
community supporters who are helping us keep 
families together and children resilient, despite 
the challenges they may face.

Thank you to our  sponsors & supporters

Cholmondeley Children’s Centre Inc. 
PO Box 12276, Beckenham, Christchurch 8242. 
p: (03) 329 9832  
e: info@cholmondeley.org.nz  
www.cholmondeley.org.nz
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Corporate Sponsors

Te Maunga

Te Moana

Community Supporters

What’s coming up 

Pop Up Penguins 

Penguin Farewell weekend:  
13th/14th February 2021

Penguin Auction:  
16th February 2021

Where: Airforce Museum

Little Gems 

Little Gems Awareness Month: May 2021

Including:
Sparkle and Shine, a night of  
casual elegance: 1st May
Annual Street Appeal: 21st/22nd May
Denim and Diamonds  
Mufti Day: 27th May

Golf

When: 4th March 2020

Where: Templeton Golf Course

Aotea
ELECTRIC


