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The Little Gems Project  
for Cholmondeley. 
Over 300 people attended The Little Gems Project for 
Cholmondeley on Saturday, 26 May in support of 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre. 

This was our first annual fundraising evening which took 
place at Sixty6 on Peterborough and raised over $95,000 
through ticket sales, sponsorship, pledges, and auction 
items, along with a Diamond Tree raffle. 

Tanya Cooke, Cholmondeley’s Marketing and Fundraising 
Manager says, “The level of support and generosity shown 
by Cantabrians for our inaugural event for our Little Gems at 
Cholmondeley was both humbling and inspiring. To think 
over 300 wonderful people would gather to support and 
celebrate Cholmondeley Children’s Centre is simply 
remarkable in its own right, but to then collectively raise over 
$95,000 is nothing short of extraordinary.” 

The Little Gems Project is based on the concept that 
Cholmondeley believes there is a diamond within all of us. 
We want to bring out the inner sparkle in every precious 
Canterbury child - our Little Gems.

The theme for the evening was Denim, Diamonds and 
Dancing, presented by television and radio host, Jason 
Gunn. The evening also included live music by Natalie Elms, 
The Corks, a top-class performance from Epic Entertainment, 
a surprise act from the Ballet Academy, and a live auction 
lead by Phil McGoldrick from Harcourts. 

Live auction items included a helicopter flight with Richie 
McCaw, tickets to Céline Dion in Auckland, a vintage DC-3 
flight along the East Coast of Australia, a winter wonderland 
package to Wanaka, and a special limited edition gift from 
Irish music legend, Bono. There was also a fabulous 
18-carat white gold and diamond cluster ring kindly donated 
by Via Sollertia Jewellers that was hidden in a Diamond Tree. 
Guests purchased a gem from the tree to be in to win this 
ring, along with other prizes which included a family trip to 
Hanmer Springs. 

CEO, Arron Perriam says, “Cholmondeley with its 93-year 
legacy of service to Canterbury children has been so 
blessed to receive such kindness and generosity from its 
supporters. As a charitable organisation that is over 80 
percent community funded, we rely on the generosity of 
individuals and businesses. The Little Gems Project for 
Cholmondeley hosted so many enthusiastic and engaged 
supporters and we are truly grateful to them for making our 
evening a huge success. The funds raised will be used to 
continue our vital service and to support our Little Gems and 
their families.” 

Keep an eye out on www.littlegems.org.nz for a 
confirmed 2019 date. 

An evening of Denim, 
Diamonds & Dancing!

www.cholmondeley.org.nz
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I was recently reading Cholmondeley’s 
own record of history in the book 
‘A Beautiful Haven’ celebrating the 80 
Years of Cholmondeley from 1925 to 
2005. Being a great believer in the law 
of fi rst principles, Cholmondeley’s own 
history (compiled by Colin Amodeo) 
refl ects the vision for Cholmondeley 
was birthed on the backdrop of the 
violent infl uenza epidemic of 1918 
which swept through New Zealand, 
killing many, and again a little later the 
serious New Zealand-wide ‘infantile 
paralysis’ scare. 

In the early 1900’s these were the acute 
issues facing children and the heartfelt 
and practical response from Hugh 
Heber Cholmondeley at that time was to 
establish what we now call 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre. 

The essence of Cholmondeley is an 
expression of generosity, partnership 
and serving our most vulnerable children 
in Canterbury. Thankfully today the 

children that Cholmondeley cares for 
don’t have those same type of 
calamitous health concerns. However, 
many do face very real issues 
associated with poverty and social harm. 

I am so proud that after almost 
95 years Cholmondeley remains 
serving the well-being of over 500 
Canterbury children 24/7 and we persist 
steadfast in those fi rst principles of 
generosity, partnership and serving our 
most vulnerable, but wonderfully 
valuable, children.

Our success and ability to continue and 
function as an organisation is rooted in 
our partnership with you and in the 
generosity of Cantabrians. Yes, the 
challenges such as child poverty 
continue to grow, but so does the 
importance of your partnership and our 
collective commitment to the wellbeing 
of children. And with your support we 
really are making a very real difference 
in the lives of children every day. 

We recently, with some trepidation took 
the bull by the horns to organise our 
inaugural The Little Gems Project for 
Cholmondeley fundraising event. 
And we were simply stunned by your 
generous support. With 300 people in 
attendance, we were humbled by your 
commitment to our children which was 
refl ected in Cholmondeley raising over 
$95,000, and let’s face it, the night was 
an absolute blast!

As a valued supporter of Cholmondeley, 
I do extend a very warm welcome for 
you to contact me and come visit our 
centre to see for yourself the difference 
you are making to our children and 
their families. 

Nga mihi nui, 

Arron Perriam
Chief Executive

Jolene is a registered Social Worker 
who comes to Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre after spending six and half years 
as a Child and Family Services Social 
Worker, Team Leader and Service 
Manager for Barnardo’s covering the top 
of the South Island. Jolene completed 
her Social Work Degree at NMIT and 
Post Graduate Study through Massey 
University. She brings to practice a 
strong focus on the voice and needs of 
children and their whanau. Her passion 
for trauma informed practice has been 
enhanced by both personal and 
professional experience in the positive 
effects of these key theories.

“My time at Barnardo’s has given me an 
opportunity to gain experience and 
understanding of the day to day issues 
and struggles of many families. I have 
been privileged to be involved in a 
number of working groups as part of 
service development groups which have 
led me to have a strong commitment 
and focus on offering trauma informed 
practice to children and families.

“I feel very honoured to hold this role and 
I look forward to meeting many of you at 
the Centre,” Jolene says.

Tena koutou - we welcome Jolene Hunter, our new 
Practice Manager who joined the team in June.

Jolene Hunter, our new Practice Manager

koutou katoa
Kia ora

History is a great 
teacher for those 
that heed its 
many lessons. 

A Warm Welcome



kits out our kids!

Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre’s corporate sponsors are 
essential to continuing the vital 
service we provide for the 
children of Canterbury. Employee engagement opportunities have been popular 

with our corporate sponsors, with a growing interest in our fun 
and themed Cooking Experience Night. 

In April, we had the pleasure of welcoming Ilam Toyota to the 
centre. They kindly volunteered their time to cook a meal for 
the children and hard-working staff. As part of their corporate 
sponsorship package, six staff from Ilam Toyota cooked up an 
Italian feast with the children. They didn’t hesitate to roll-up 
their sleeves and get the children involved to create their 
own pizza.

Firm favourites of the night were the margarita pizza, pasta 
and meatballs and gelato for dessert. What a treat! 

We are thrilled to welcome new 
corporate sponsors, Macpac to 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre who 
have kindly donated their products to 
our children for their Activity Based 
Learning (ABL).

These awesome, high quality products 
couldn’t have come at the better time 
with this cold weather. The children 
have been kitted out with hats, gloves, 
fl eece jackets, wet weather gear 
and backpacks. 

Cholmondeley’s ABL Coordinator, Steve 
Ahlbrandt-Paki took some pictures of the 
children in their Macpac gear before 
venturing out for a walk along the 
Governors Bay Foreshore Track. 

Steve says that the Macpac gear has 
been a great addition to continuing ABL 
during the winter months. “We can now 
do ABL in rain or shine thanks to Macpac. 
On a recent rainy day, we gathered the 
children and put on our wet weather gear 
for an ABL trip to the red zone to forage 
the abundance of fruit and vegetables in 
the area. 

During our time in the red zone, we 
teach the children about the fauna and 
fl ora, native wildlife, build shelters, and 
forage fruit to take back to Cholmondeley 
and use in the kitchen for our garden to 
table initiative – ka pai kai nui.”

Activity Based Learning remains a key 
experience for the children during their 
stay at Cholmondeley Children’s Centre 
as it enhances and fosters resilience in 
the children. ABL provides adventurous 
play, activities and the environment 
where the child engages in activities that 
are focused on the accessible and low, 
or no cost use of our environment such 
as fi shing, gardening, cooking, walking, 
hill walks and star gazing.

Buon Appetito

Global Adventure Company Macpac, 



Cholmondeley Children’s Centre is excited to announce Track Cyclist and 
Olympian, Olivia Podmore as our Ambassador. Olivia contributes really 
positively to our organisation in many different ways. These include attending 
our fi rst annual fundraising evening - The Little Gems Project for Cholmondeley; 
and raising awareness of the centre through her social media pages. 
Olivia displays genuine passion about the work of Cholmondeley and we are 
delighted that she has pledged to support us. 

Each year New Zealand celebrates 
National Volunteer Week to recognise 
and celebrate the vital contribution of 
New Zealand’s approximately 
1.2 million volunteers. 

Recently Cholmondeley Children’s 
Centre celebrated National Volunteers 
Week which took place on 
17 June until 23 June. The theme for 
2018 was: Volunteers, The Heart of 
our Community.

We recognised our valuable volunteers 
and the invaluable contribution they 
make to our community. We also 
welcomed two Governors Bay residents, 
Joy Hussey and Jen Drummond to our 
volunteer team. Joy manages reception 
on Friday afternoons, greeting our 
families, and during the week, Jen gives 
a helping hand in the kitchen.

We need you!
Have a few spare hours each week? 
Want to help make a difference in your 
local community with children?

New Ambassador

The Heart of our Community

Cholmondeley Welcomes

Volunteers –

“Hi, I’m Liv, 21-years old and an 
Olympic and Commonwealth Track 
Cyclist. I came on board with 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre 
because it’s a cause I believe in 
supporting. Coming from a broken 
home in my late teens and doing 
what I do for a full-time job requires 
resilience and strength. 

I want to help children become 
strong and fi nd their inner sparkle 
through their adversity, and if I can 
help even one child through 
Cholmondeley reach their dream 
and fi nd their sparkle, I will be so 
happy. I look forward to being a 
part of such an amazing cause.”

One of our overseas volunteers,
Simon from Germany

Olivia Podmore, 
Track cyclist and Olympian #1333

Cholmondeley is seeking for volunteers 
to help with a variety of roles. 
Please phone Carolyn on: 021 257 4803 
or email: people@cholmondeley.org.nz



Steve Gresty
Q&A with Caretaker,

Pillars of Support

Cholmondeley’s Caretaker, Steve Gresty joined the team 
in 2017. During his short-time here, Steve has made a big 
impact with gaining valuable volunteer support, along with 
establishing on-going relationships with a number of 
Canterbury businesses who are willing to give their time to 
support the centre. 

Tell us a little about yourself
I’m from Manchester in the UK which explains my passion 
for supporting Manchester City FC. I joined the British Army 
at the age of 16 and left at 40. In this time I saw active 
service in Iraq (twice) Bosnia (twice) Northern Ireland, 
Kosovo & Angola. I’m married to Mel who also works at 
Cholmondeley and I have two children, aged 21 and 17.

I came to New Zealand in January 2010, just in time for the 
earthquakes and spent seven years working for The 
Salvation Army Supportive Accommodation where I was the 
corrections liaison and assisted ex-offenders to reintegrate 
back into society.

Tell us about your role at Cholmondeley 
I am the Caretaker / Cleaner so I look after the maintenance 
of the centre and make sure it is a safe and clean 
environment for both the children and staff. This covers the 
buildings, grounds, vehicles and infrastructure. I am the 
liaison for any contractors coming on-site for work that I can’t 
manage myself. I am extremely conscious that the majority 
of our funding comes from donations so am always on the 
lookout for ways to reduce our costs. This occasionally 
involves persuading companies to donate part of their 
services or offer a reduced rate and so far has proved quite 
successful. As well as maintaining what we have on-site, 
I am also constantly looking at ways we can improve the 
experience for the children by upgrading and updating 
our facilities.

Cholmondeley relies on a lot of volunteer 
support. Please tell us how you’ve helped with this?
We have been lucky enough to receive numerous offers for 
help around the centre which is always gratefully received. 
This has ranged from individuals offering a few hours of their 
time to whole workplaces descending for the day. One such 
team was Vbase who offered their help and agreed to the 
idea of building veggie boxes so the children could see 
where their food really came from. The result is amazing.

Tell us about a business/person who has volunteered 
their time at Cholmondeley and how it’s helped us 
continue this vital service for Canterbury children?
One such volunteer is Peter Coldicott, a local gentleman 
who I believe has been assisting Cholmondeley for many 
years. Just in my short time he assisted me plan, arrange 
resources and execute the repair of our storage shed roof. 
His actions meant the task was completed at a fraction of 
the cost a contractor would have charged. Peter did this 
whilst juggling his normal work commitments and coming in 
at weekends. He is a true trooper! 

How would your friends and family describe you? 
Shouldn’t you ask them? (So we did, Cholmondeley went to 
Steve’s wife, Melanie who said:) “Steve is lovely! He is funny, 
sarcastically funny, easy to get along with and a total geek 

- he loves Star Wars, and The Lord of the Rings, is a fanatical 
Manchester City Football fan, friendly, warm, says things as 
they are. He loves sweets, crisps, ginger nut biscuits and 
any variety of ice-cream!
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A big thank you to Aaron Billing and the 
team at Upright Scaffolding Ltd.
Upright Scaffolding Ltd volunteered their time to install scaffolding for a week in 
April for roof maintenance on the white shed. This was organised by our Caretaker, 
Steve Gresty and Peter Coldicott, a local and valuable good sort who has been 
assisting Cholmondeley for many years. Aaron from Upright Scaffolding said, 

“It’s always a pleasure to help a charity and the community.” Thanks Aaron, 
we appreciate your support! 



Corporate Sponsors

Cholmondeley Children’s Centre Inc. 
PO Box 12276, Beckenham, Christchurch 8242. 
p: (03) 329 9832 
e: info@cholmondeley.org.nz 
www.cholmondeley.org.nz
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“Hi, I’m Emma. As a single mum, I am 
sharing my story to let you know that if 
you are going through a time of need, 
Cholmondeley could be your lifeline.” 
You may have seen our recent appeal ‘Reaching Crisis Point’. This story 
highlights crisis situations when a parent is suddenly unable to care for their 
children if they are in hospital due to unexpected or on-going health issues. 

There may be diffi cult times and tough realities to cope with, where you may 
need an extra dose of help and support. So, if diffi cult times arise, it’s important 
to know where to turn for help. Many families reach out to Cholmondeley 
Children’s Centre when they are experiencing genuine stress or crisis, 
and emergency respite care is needed. 

You can read Emma’s story at: www.cholmondeley.org.nz 

Chief Executive
Arron Perriam
p: 03 329 9832 
e: arron@cholmondeley.org.nz

Fundraising & Marketing Manager
Tanya Cooke 
p: 03 329 9832 
e: fundraising@cholmondeley.org.nz

Reaching Crisis Point

Thank You to Our

Join us: 
www.facebook.com/Cholmondeley

Thank you to all our corporate sponsors and media partners who 
are helping us keep families together and children resilient, despite the 
challenges they may face.


